
The U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs hosted the Law Enforcement and Youth Partnerships for 

Crime Prevention Conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania October 25-26, 2004. More than 400 Boys & Girls Club 

Executive Leaders, Senior Law Enforcement Officials and influential Crime Prevention Leaders from 160 cities and 

44 states gathered for an information-packed two-day Crime Prevention Conference. In partnership with an impres-

sive array of seven national organizations including, Boys & Girls Clubs of America, the National Organization of 

Black Law Enforcement Executives, the International Association of 

Chiefs of Police, the National Crime Prevention Council, the National 

Center for Missing & Exploited Children, the National Sheriffs’ Associa-

tion, and the National Police Athletic/Activities League, the conference 

offered an informative and stimulating agenda that featured 25 workshop 

sessions led by experts in their field.  Participants explored ways to 

actively engage in collaborative efforts that will strengthen relationships 

between youth and law enforcement and prevent crime in communities 

across America.  
 
Leaders from Boys & Girls Clubs, Law Enforcement, crime prevention groups, and federal, state and city agencies, 

received training on crime prevention strategies and how to engage youth in positive activities. Invited teams of three 

key leaders from 105 cities attended this first-ever conference. Team members attended a variety of crime prevention 

workshop and plenary sessions. Each Team was asked to develop a Blueprint Action Plan focused on addressing 

crime-related issues in their community that includes strengthening partnerships among youth, law enforcement and 

community agencies. One Boys & Girls Club leader’s comments captured 

what most attendees thought, “thanks for including our community in this 

historic conference – it was great to hear of all the program possibilities. 

Be assured that we will do our best to strengthen partnerships with both 

law enforcement and other community groups working to combat juvenile 

crime.” 

 

A number of officials from the U.S. Department of Justice were present 

including Deborah J. Daniels, Assistant Attorney General with the Office of Justice Programs, who emphasized the 

importance of bringing together the best of youth, law enforcement, community leaders, and Boys & Girls Club 
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leaders to address crime in their communities. She noted that the conference was an unprecedented effort to look at 

all sides of the issues and ways to work together to tackle tough issues and crime. 

 

Domingo Herraiz, Director of the Bureau of Justice Assistance and Robert Flores, 

Administrator for the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 

welcomed conference participants and stressed the importance of collaborative 

prevention programs in local communities. Carl Truscott, Director of the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, endorsed the efforts of communities to 

support gang, drug, and alcohol prevention activities such as those implemented at 

the Boys & Girls Clubs nationwide. 

 

Robbie Callaway, Senior Vice President of Government Relations for Boys & Girls Clubs of America, challenged 

Club Leaders and their Team members to work together to provide safer communities for Club members and all 

youth in their communities. He underscored the importance of partnering with youth to 

help them become part of the solution, rather than part of the problem. An inspirational 

message was delivered by Omaha Nebraska Chief of Police Thomas Warren, a member of 

the Boys & Girls Clubs of America Club Alumni Hall of Fame and Chief of Police of 

Omaha, Nebraska. 

 

The Honorable Mike Moore, former Attorney General for Mississippi who presented a 

dynamic luncheon address, described how he secured more than $7 million for Boys & 

Girls Clubs in Mississippi, which enabled the Clubs to double the number of children 

served in the state. Moore believes that state governments and Boys & Girls Clubs should work together to enhance 

after-school education programs and fight under-age drinking and tobacco use. He emphasized the importance of 

becoming an active “Champion for Children.” 

 

Adding to the enjoyment and enrichment of conference attendees, Dr. Robert Ballard, 

famous oceanographer and discover of the Titanic, engaged the audience with his 

fascinating description of experiences and challenges. Ballard appealed to the listeners 

to create options for youth, where they have the opportunity to follow their dreams as 

he has been able to do throughout his amazing career. Youth who are engaged in 

something they like to do, are far less likely to become engaged in crime and other at-

risk behaviors. “We were especially impressed with the science-based learning and  

Dr. Ballard,” noted one Team. 
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“The Conference gave us great ideas, and the opportunity to interact with other Boys & Girls 

Clubs and law enforcement officials who are facing many of the same challenges we are,” 

said one Team. One Team member remarked that “their team came away with some terrific 

ideas, a much better appreciation for how we can all work together, and the energy and 

enthusiasm to make something productive happen as a result of our experience.” She added 

that “this is probably the very first time the Police Department thought about working with 

the Boys & Girls Club …if nothing else had happened, this alone would have been a “win” 

for our community.” Overall, participants rated the conference an average value of 4.6 on a 

scale of 1-5. “It was one of the better conferences I have ever been to, and I have been in the 

field for 30 years.” Ninety-nine percent of attendees stated that the conference should become 

an annual event. 

 

In follow-up, a North Carolina Club leader enthusiastically stated, “I 

wanted you know that the conference fired up our folks. The Juvenile 

Detective for our county attended with me and he is pumped. He just left 

my office 20 minutes ago where he discussed bringing the local intake 

officer to the Club to give her a tour and make sure that she uses us as an 

alternative to other types of punishment and when possible as a prevention 

site for the kids that she sees. We have not had this type of support from 

these folks since we opened the Club 9 years ago.  We would not 

have this support without the Pittsburgh conference.” 
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